Cholestasis and liver cell damage due to hypersensitivity to erythromycin stearate--recurrence following therapy with erythromycin succinate.
Erythromycin is a frequently used antibiotic in patients with atypical respiratory infection and/or an allergy to penicillin. We report the case of a young woman who developed severe cholestasis and jaundice following treatment with erythromycin stearate. Two years later her general practitioner prescribed erythromycin succinate for pharyngitis. She experienced a severe second episode of jaundice and malaise. Different esters of erythromycin have been introduced to reduce side effects such as allergic reactions to erythromycin. The findings in our patient underline the fact that hypersensitivity is caused by the erythromycin molecule, independent from the type of esterification. Because of these side effects newer makrolides should be given preference over erythromycin.